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a b s t r a c t
We report the ﬁrst hollow core photonic crystal ﬁbers (HC PCF) in chalcogenide glass. To design the
required HC PCF proﬁles for such high index glass, we use both band diagram analysis to deﬁne the
required photonic bandgap and numerical simulations of ﬁnite size HC PCFs to compute the guiding
losses. The material losses have also been taken into account to compute the overall losses of the HC
PCF proﬁles. These ﬁbers were fabricated by the stack and draw technique from Te20 As30 Se50 (TAS) glass.
The ﬁbers we drew in this work are composed of six rings of holes and regular microstructures. Two proﬁles are presented, one is known as a kagome lattice and the other one corresponds to a triangular lattice.
Geometrical parameters are compared to the expected parameters obtained by computation. Applications of such ﬁbers include power delivery or ﬁber sensors among others.
Ó 2010 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction
Microstructured optical ﬁbers (MOFs) are a new kind of ﬁber
which have revealed many new properties and also have important
potential from an application point of view [1,2]. In a ﬁrst approach
there are two kinds of MOFs: the index guiding ones and the photonic bandgap ﬁbers (PBGFs) also called photonic crystal ﬁbers
(PCFs). In PCFs, core localized modes can exist with mode effective
indices b=k0 (where b is the propagation constant and k0 is the
wavenumber in free space) that are lower than the mean index
of the microstructured cladding [3,4], so it is possible to guide light
in air. Such ﬁbers are called hollow core photonic crystal ﬁbers (HC
PCFs). The majority of them have been realized in silica although
some HC PCFs are reported in polymer [5–7] and in a polymer chalcogenide combination [8,9]. The last two references deal with
Bragg ﬁber.
There are many reasons for interest in guiding light in a hollow
core. For a review of these, see reference [10]. For example, in
waveguide-based non-linear optics, HC PCFs can provide strong
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interaction between the light and the gas which ﬁlls the core,
allowing a lower energy threshold for Raman ampliﬁcation [11].
HC PCFs are also of interest for sensors and power delivery [3]
and can be used for particle transport [12].
In principle, in HC PCFs losses due to material absorption can
be considerably reduced, but silica exhibits such high losses in
the mid-infrared [13] that it is not suitable for such wavelengths.
Similarly, Omniguide Bragg ﬁbers guiding in a hollow core at
10.6 lm are made of chalcogenide glass and high loss plastic
layers [8,9]. Chalcogenide glasses are well known for their transmission window, which extends far in the infrared [13]. They
can be drawn to ﬁbers [14] and more recently chalcogenide
MOFs have been realized [15,16]. The ﬁrst chalcogenide MOF
with regular microstructure guiding light into the core was obtained at the university of Rennes [16]. The constant improvement of chalcogenide ﬁber geometry and losses [17–22] has
allowed us to fabricate a more complex structure such as an
HC PCF. To the best of our knowledge no such results have been
published for chalcogenide glasses.
In this article we present the design and realization of the ﬁrst
chalcogenide HC PCF. After the presentation of the simulations we
carried out to deﬁne the structure parameters, we describe the
experimental fabrication and the fabricated ﬁbers. Then characterizations and simulations are compared and the multiple interests
of these kinds of ﬁbers discussed.
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2. Design of the target structure
Bandgap relative width (a. u.)
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2.1. Inﬁnite structures: band diagram and bandgap
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2.2.2. Inﬂuence of the core diameter
It is well known from previous studies [37,38,28,32] based on
silica PCFs that the core size and shape are key parameters for
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It appears that for ﬁxed values of d and K determined by the choice
of the bandgap used, the minimal value of the losses as a function of
the wavelength inside the bandgap decreases nearly exponentially
with the number of hole rings Nr of the microstructured cladding
of the HC PCF [4].
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2.2.1. Guiding losses
To compute the modal properties of ﬁnite size MOFs with circular holes, we use the well-known multipole method which is fully
vectorial [35,4]. In most microstructured optical ﬁbers, including
photonic crystal ones, the modes are leaky modes, it means that
the imaginary part of the effective indices is not equal to zero as
in genuine guided modes [36,4]. For the above mentioned conﬁgurations, the multipole method has the highest possible accuracy
since an important part of the method is based on analytical formulas. It can reach an accuracy of 1014 in the real part of the effective index of the mode of simple MOFs and approximatively the
same for the imaginary part. With some improvements, even better results can be obtained for the imaginary part [4]. Furthermore,
with this method we can deﬁne a self-consistency test based on
the Wijngaard expansion [4,35] that allows us to control the accuracy of the computed solution. The losses of ﬁnite size silica HC
PCFs has already been computed with the multipole method
[26,4]. These losses, L in dB/m, can be computed from the imaginary part of the complex effective index Imðneff Þ of the studied
mode using the following formula in which k is in lm [4]:
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2.2. Finite structures
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Fig. 2. Relative width of the main bandgap (the shaded region in Fig. 1) around
neff ¼ 1 as a function of the normalized air hole diameter d=K.
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It is worth mentioning that a lot of studies have already been
dedicated to the study and to the characterization of HC PCFs made
from a silica matrix with an air hole cladding to guide wavelengths
around 1.5 lm [23,24,3,25–27]. In the present study, we show how
we can design a chalcogenide TeAsSe (TAS) glass HC PCF in which a
far infrared beam ðk ¼ 9:3 lmÞ can propagate in its hollow core.
The guiding of infrared light in HC PCFs has already been studied
in a silica PCF but this kind of design [28] is limited to wavelengths
below 3.45 lm due to the huge material losses of silica for larger
wavelength. Few numerical studies deal with high index HC PCFs
[29–32]. None of these considers refractive indices as high as that
of TAS glass or designs a PCF for far infrared wavelengths such
9.3 lm like the one obtained in this section. The numerical simulations realized here are done using our own ﬁnite element method
software which has already been described and carefully validated
[4,33]. It is a full vector method that can reach a high accuracy if
the spatial discrete mesh used is well adapted. To compute band
diagrams [34] with this numerical method, we deﬁne periodic
boundary conditions in the elementary cell of the triangular lattice
of circular inclusions [4].
To ensure propagation in the hollow core, we need to ﬁnd a
bandgap generated by the microstructured cladding that spans
the wavelengths of interest where the bandgap must be located
below the light line in vacuum (this line corresponds to the dispersion curve of an electromagnetic plane wave in vacuum such that
b ¼ k0 . It is sometimes called the air line) [4]. To obtain this result
we compute several band diagrams with the refractive index of the
matrix ﬁxed as the value of the TAS glass at 9.3 lm, i.e.
nmat ¼ 2:9095 [14]. Fig. 1 shows such diagrams computed for three
different values of the d=K ratio, d being the hole diameter and K
the pitch of the hole lattice. The bandgap that fulﬁlls the above
requirements is shaded. In order to deﬁne the more useful bandgap, that is to say the one that will provide the lowest losses for
the ﬁnite structures, we must study the relative width of this bandgap according to the d=K ratio [29,31,32]. The results are given in
Fig. 2. We chose d=K ¼ 0:775 because this ratio ensures a large relative width. We picked this value, located on the right side of the
relative width maximum plateau, to avoid the rapid decrease observed on the left part of the relative width curve so as to optimize
the parameters according to drawing constraints.
For this d=K ratio, the centre of the bandgap of interest is located at K=k ¼ 0:6925. Consequently, for k ¼ 9:3 lm, the pitch K
must be set to 6.44 lm. The diameter of the air holes must be equal
to 4.991 lm to get the optimal d=K ratio. We must emphasize that
we are fully aware that these values are much more accurate than
those can be reached during the fabrication process but they are
the targeted parameters.
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Fig. 1. Band diagrams obtained for three triangular lattices of circular air holes in a TAS matrix such that nmat ¼ 2:9095. The shaded region is the bandgap of interest.
(neff ¼ b=k0 ).
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the modal properties of ﬁnite structures due to the impact of surface modes [39]. In order to determine the optimal value of the
core diameter Dcore , we compute the dispersion curves of ﬁnite size
ﬁbers for several core sizes up to a core corresponding to seven
missing capillaries. For Dcore ¼ 12:58 lm, we obtain fundamental
mode losses that are nearly four times smaller than the ones from
other conﬁgurations. We also observe that the shape of the ﬁeld
map depends strongly on the core diameter. At least for the optimal Dcore value, these results can be explained quantitatively (if
not perfectly) using the simpliﬁed ARROW model Anti-Resonant
Reﬂecting Optical Waveguides [40]. In the HC PCF studied, the ARROW conﬁnement allows better conﬁnement of the core modes
that are already conﬁned by the cladding due to the existing photonic bandgap.
Indeed, if one considers a slab of thickness e with a low refractive index denoted by nlow as the waveguide, covered by a layer of
thickness t with a high refractive index nhigh , then the anti-resonant
condition for a guided wave with wavelength k in the low index
layer determines the discrete values of t, denoted by t , ensuring
the conﬁnement of the mode [40]:
sﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ!
n2
k2

t ¼ kð2m þ 1Þ= 4nhigh 1  2low þ 2 2
with m ¼ 0; 1; 2; 3; . . .
nhigh 4nhigh e
ð2Þ

To adapt this mode to a circular hollow core PCF, we can consider
that the thickness e is equal to Dcore =2, together with nlow ¼ nair
and nhigh ¼ nmat . The high index ring around the core will acts as
the anti-resonant layer. Consequently, for a PCF with a ﬁxed d=K ratio, the core diameter sets the thickness t of the high index ring
through the relation:

t ¼ 2K 

d Dcore

2
2

ð3Þ

Combining Eq. (2) with the already mentioned approximation
e ¼ Dcore =2 and Eq. (3) we get a non-linear equation that allows us
to compute the core diameters fulﬁlling the anti-resonant condition. For the optogeometric parameters obtained previously, we
get Dcore ¼ 15:69 lm ðm ¼ 1Þ and Dcore ¼ 12:34 lm ðm ¼ 2Þ. As it
will be seen in the next paragraph and in Fig. 3, the ARROW model
gives valid quantitative results in spite of the crude approximations
made to move from the PCF to the slab.
To complete these results, we can also compute the dispersion
curves of the fundamental mode in order to ﬁnd the minimal losses
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2.3. An optimized structure
We now set the core diameter to the central value, i.e.
12.83 lm, of the above selected interval. To optimize further the
guiding properties of the ﬁber, we need to readjust the other structure parameters K and d so as to get the losses minimum exactly at
9.3 lm. To realize this we must diminish K, keeping the d=K ratio
equal to 0.775. A simple rule of three gives K ¼ 6:41 lm and ﬁnally
we get d ¼ 4:968 lm.
With this structure, the fundamental mode ﬁeld map (see Fig. 5)
does not have a circular shape like in Fig. 7.28 of reference [4] but
rather an elliptical one. We obtain the fundamental mode dispersion curves shown Fig. 6. As expected, the real part of the effective
index Reðneff Þ does not depend on the number of rings of holes, N r ,
whereas the losses decreases nearly exponentially with N r [4]. The
losses of this mode at 9.3 lm for several N r values are given in the
left side of Table 1 for a lossless matrix. As soon as N r > 6 the losses
are less than 1 dB/m. This level is nearly three times lower than the
losses measured at 3.14 lm with a silica-based PCFs [28]. Nevertheless, in order to improve our ﬁber model, we can take into account the material losses of the TAS glass. The measured material
attenuation is 1.5 dB/m at 9.3 lm which provides a relative

9.50

Wavelength of minimum losses
Minimum losses

600

and their respective wavelengths (see Fig. 3). Fig. 3 conﬁrms that
the inﬂuence of the core diameter is crucial: both the loss minimum and its wavelength are very sensitive to its value. It also
shows that the core diameter range in which both low guiding
losses and a wavelength around the targeted 9.3 lm are achieved
is between 12.58 lm and 13.08 lm. The second interesting interval for the core diameter is around 15.33 lm but the guiding losses
are higher than the ones computed for Dcore ’ 13 lm (see Fig. 3).
Consequently, this second conﬁguration would require more rings
of holes to get the same low losses compared to the ﬁrst one (data
not shown). Therefore, this second conﬁguration was not selected
for the optimization procedure.
Using the computed losses, we can evaluate the spectral width
of the PCF transmission as a function of the core diameter. Two definitions of the spectral width are used: a relative one deﬁned as an
increase of 10% of the losses compared to the minimum and an
absolute one deﬁned as an increase of 10 dB. These results
(Fig. 4) clearly show the advantage of using an optimized value
for the core diameter. The physical origin of the upper wavelength
cutoff of this transmission window is discussed at the end of the
next paragraph though with regard to an optimized structure.

Fig. 3. Guiding losses (left axis, dashed curve) as a function of the core diameter
Dcore for HC PCFs with four rings of holes (N r ¼ 4), K ¼ 6:44 lm, d ¼ 4:991 lm. The
letters B, C, and E indicate the shape of the modulus of the z-component of the
Poynting vector for the fundamental mode: B for a bi-lobe shape, C for a centrosymmetrical one and E for an elliptical one. The wavelength of the minimal losses as
a function of Dcore are given on the right axis (solid curve).
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Fig. 4. Width of the transmission spectrum of the HC PCF as a function of the core
diameter. Two deﬁnitions of the width are used: a relative one deﬁned as an
increase of 10% of the losses compared to the minimum and an absolute one deﬁned
as an increase of 10 dB.
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Table 1
Losses of the fundamental mode of the HC PCF at 9.3 lm for several values of the
number of rings of holes N r .
Nr

3
4
5
6
7

Without material losses

With material losses

Imðneff Þ

Losses (dB/m)

Imðneff Þ

Losses (dB/m)

0.99669946E04
0.83702342E05
0.10102266E05
0.927366E07
0.100995E07

584.89
49.115
5.928
0.544
0.059

0.99763273E04
0.84636519E05
0.11036755E05
0.18618142E06
0.1035440E06

585.439
49.667
6.476
1.092
0.607

The ﬁber parameters are: K ¼ 6:41 lm, d ¼ 4:968 lm, and Dcore ¼ 12:83 lm. The
material losses (1.5 dB/m) are taken into account through a relative imaginary
electric permittivity ﬁxed at 1:49  106 .

Fig. 5. Modulus of the z-component of the Poynting vector for the fundamental
mode of the HC PCF N r ¼ 5 for Dcore ¼ 12:83 lm, K ¼ 6:41 lm and d ¼ 4:968 lm.
The modulus is normalized to unity.

imaginary electric permittivity equal to 1:49  106 . The corresponding results are given in the right side of Table 1. We see that
the overall losses of the fundamental mode are below the material
losses for N r P 6 since most of the electromagnetic ﬁelds are conﬁned in the hollow core and not in the glass matrix. For N r ¼ 7
these losses are nearly ﬁve times smaller than those of the silica
PCF mentioned in ref. [28]. The anti-resonant phenomenon described above is also responsible for the elliptic shape of the ﬁeld
map observed on Fig. 5 (one can note that the bi-lobe shape ﬁeld
map (see the legend of Fig. 3) corresponds to an increase of the
ﬁeld in the core near the border of the high index region as can
be seen in the original ARROW model [40]).
It is worth noting that an example of surface mode interaction
with the air-core localized mode guided by photonic bandgap effect can be observed in Fig. 6(a). The dispersion curve of the leaky
mode has an important slope change around the mid-bandgap
(around 9.42 lm), due to an avoided crossing with a surface leaky
mode of the matrix region surrounding the core. In the weak slope
region, the mode is core localized. Then for longer wavelengths it
rapidly moves to the high index glass ring surrounding the hollow
core (see Fig. 7) where it has both a much higher dispersion slope
and higher losses. This phenomenon is well known and has already

been observed among various structures such as Bragg MOFs [41],
HC PCFs [39] and ARROW MOFs in which a core localized mode
transition towards high index regions can be observed in the
Fig. 2 of reference [42]. Especially for PCFs, it limits the useful
bandwidth where core localized modes have low loss. For our optimized structure, as it can be seen in Fig. 6(b), the spectral range
centered around 9.3 lm where the guiding losses are less than
1 dB/m is approximatively 0.2 lm.
Finally, the computed parameters for HC PCF allowing guiding
of light in air at 9.3 lm are shown in Table 2.
3. HC PCF fabrication
We selected the TAS glass because of its high infrared transparency [14] (Fig. 8). The nominal composition of the chalcogenide
glass we studied is Te20 As30 Se50 (TAS), it is transparent between
2 lm and 20 lm, and its refractive index varies from 2.96 at
2 lm to 2.90 at 12 lm [14,43]. The glass fabrication method is described in [44].
The microstructured preform was prepared by stack and draw
technique, replacing the seven capillaries (the core and the ﬁrst
ring) of the centre by a single bigger one. The chalcogenide glass
capillaries for the cladding and the core, were obtained by tube
drawing. A TAS glass tube was made by rotational casting. During
this operation the glass was melted at 500 °C, centrifuged at
3000 rpm at room temperature for several minutes and then annealed. During rotation, the liquid cools down, the viscosity increases and after a few minutes the glass tube formed. In this
case the tube dimensions were 17 cm  1.2 cm  0.9 cm
(length  outer diameter  inner diameter).
The hollow core PCFs in TAS glass we present here are made of
six hole rings and fabricated by the stack and draw technique
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Fig. 6. Dispersion curves of the fundamental mode of the PCF for several number of hole rings N r . Dcore ¼ 12:83 lm, K ¼ 6:41 lm, d ¼ 4:968 lm. The dispersion curves (left
graph) for N r ¼ 3; 4; 5; 6 are fully superimposed at this scale. One can note that these four curves have an important slope change around the mid-bandgap, it is due to an
avoided crossing with a surface mode of the matrix region surrounding the core. The shaded area on the left graph represents the main photonic bandgap obtained in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 7. Modulus of the z-component of the Poynting vector for the surface mode of the HC PCF in the high slope region of the dispersion curve shown in Fig. 6 (a) at two
different wavelengths (note the remaining weak ﬁeld in the hollow core at k ¼ 9:45 lm). N r ¼ 3, Dcore ¼ 12:83 lm, K ¼ 6:41 lm and d ¼ 4:968 lm. The modulus is
normalized to unity. (a) k ¼ 9:45 lm, (b) k ¼ 9:5 lm.

Table 2
Summary of the calculated theoretical HC PCF parameters for a guiding at 9.3 lm, and
data of the preform and of the two fabricated ﬁbers.
Parameters

Computed optimum
for guiding (lm)

Preform
(lm)

Hexagonal
ﬁber (lm)

Kagome
ﬁber (lm)

d
K
d=K
Ucore

[4.935, 5.065]
6.41
[0.77, 0.79]
At least 12.1 best at
12.83
Not applicable

450
600
0.75
1350

8.7
12.1
0.72
32

17.6
23.8
0.74
57.8

12,000

225

425

Ufiber

Ucore is the core diameter. Ufiber is the outer ﬁber diameter.

70

Transmission %

60
50
40

Fig. 9. Hexagonal tube in TAS glass which has been drawn to obtain the core
capillary. The maximum outer diameter (between two opposite vertices) of this
capillary is 1.8 mm, its inner diameter is 1.35 mm.
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Fig. 8. TAS transmission window measured on a bulk sample 2.26 mm thick.

which is compatible with chalcogenide glasses [16]. In order to
prepare the 162 capillaries, necessary for this six ring preform,
the tube is drawn on our drawing tower at 260 °C. Capillary dimensions were 600 lm  450 lm (outer diameter  inner diameter),
the starting pitch of this preform, i.e. the distance between two
adjacent capillary centers, is then equal to 0.75 which is already
close to the targeted one deﬁned by simulations (between 0.77
and 0.79) see Table 2.
Previous experiments with fewer rings taught us that, because
the seven capillaries of the centre are replaced by a single large
one (for this design), the stack needs to be stabilized. To achieve
this, we used a core capillary with an external hexagonal shape.

This core was prepared from a tube on which six identical faces
are polished, the angle between each pair of adjacent faces is
120 °C. An image of this hexagonal tube is shown in Fig. 9. This special tube was then drawn down to a capillary. The outer diameter
of this core tube was three times the outer diameter of one of the
smaller capillaries used to form the cladding as shown in Fig. 10. As
this preform drawing is a homothetic process the capillary resulting from the hexagonal tube is also hexagonal. The maximal outer
length of this core capillary was 1.8 mm between two opposite vertices, while the inner diameter of the tube was 1.35 mm.
In a next step, the 162 capillaries and the hexagonal core were
stacked together in a hexagonal lattice and placed in a larger jacket
tube to create the preform.
During the ﬁber drawing process, the integrity of the structure
was preserved by independently pressurizing the core, the cladding, and the region separating the jacket tube from the stack, as
it is illustrated in Fig. 10. We use three independent pressures, P1
in the core, P2 in the holes and P3 in the interstices between holes
and between stack and jacket. P3 can be either positive or negative.
For the kagome ﬁber, the interstices are intentionally open, i.e. we
put positive pressure in the interstices to open them (it is not due

F. Désévédavy et al. / Optical Materials 32 (2010) 1532–1539

Fig. 10. Scheme of a three ring stack with an hexagonal core, in its jacket tube. The
Pi (i = 1, 2, 3) are the different pressure regions used during the drawing (see the
text).

to incomplete drawing). On the contrary, for the hexagonal ﬁber,
we use vacuum for interstices to close themselves.
4. Results and discussion
The geometrical parameters allowing guiding in air at 9.3 lm,
resulting from modeling, are gathered in the Table 2.
Fig. 11 shows the transverse cross sections of the two six ring
TAS glass HC PCFs which we have fabricated. One can observe that
the geometry is quite well deﬁned, the six rings are regular, and
the interstitial holes too. The average length of their sides is
6 lm. In comparison with the hexagonal cladding lattice of the ﬁber in Fig. 11(a), the ﬁber in Fig. 11(b), with the interstitial holes,
presents an alternative hollow core ﬁber design. This cladding
structure where the repeating unit is a ‘‘Star of David” shape is
called a kagome lattice, and shows broad transmission regions at
least in silica HC PCFs [45]. To the best of our knowledge, these
two ﬁbers are the ﬁrst HC PCFs fabricated in chalcogenide glass.
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The regularity of these chalcogenide HC PCFs is comparable
with polymer ones [5] and even with silica ones [3,11]. The interstitials holes can be closed or opened depending of the pressure
conditions. With negative pressure the interstitial holes tend to
close up like in Fig. 11(a), on the contrary with positive pressure
they expand, as in Fig. 11(b). In both ﬁbers the hole size is regular
and they are all present, except for some holes of the sixth ring of
the hexagonal ﬁber which are a little squashed (see Fig. 11(a)).
Concerning the ﬁber parameters given in Table 2, one must keep
in mind that ﬁber and hole diameters are not exactly linearly related to those of the preform because of the pressure conditions
we use (see Fig. 10). Indeed, it makes this kind of drawing a nonhomothetic process. In other respects, one has to know that for
the whole process, i.e. from the glass fabrication to the HC PCF preform preparation and its drawing, several weeks of work are
necessary.
In the case of hollow core, the interface problem between adjacent capillaries we met with solid core ﬁber [22] will have a little
impact on the optical losses because the light is supposed to be
mostly guided in the air. However because of an experimental
problem, related to the airtightness of the preform, we did not
achieve the targeted geometrical parameters for a guiding at
9.3 lm in the hollow core. Unfortunately, the targeted HC PCF proﬁle was not reached and no propagation was observed in the core
ﬁbers between 2 and 20 lm. Nevertheless the proportions are
quite close to the theoretical ones, as illustrated by the ratio d=K
(see Table 2). This means that our fabrication process may allow
us to realize HC PCF with the targeted geometrical parameters
for guiding in air at 9.3 lm or at 10.6 lm. To achieve this result,
we must be able to increase the d=K ratio by less than 7% for the
hexagonal cladding ﬁber, and above all to decrease the transverse
length scale of the ﬁber by a factor around 2.
It is worth mentioning that we have developped a new fabrication process for chalcogenide glasses based on molding that allows
us to draw several kinds of low loss solid core MOFs [46]. In the future, this method could be extented to chalcogenide HC PCFs.
The core wall thickness of the ﬁber shown in Fig. 11(b) varies
from 3 to 10 lm, taking into account the thickness of the central
capillary added to the ones of the cladding capillaries around it.
This large thickness is prejudicial for guiding since it is favourable
to defect modes that interact with the core localized mode [47,48].
We believe it is possible to decrease the wall thickness of the core
by removing the hexagonal core capillary from the stack in the useful length of the HC PCF. We plan to use only two short hexagonal

Fig. 11. TAS hollow core PCF proﬁles. Ucore is the core diameter.
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core capillaries at both ends of the preform to maintain the stack
instead of a full length one like we did. The airtightness would
be made by a jacketing step. Then the preform will be drawn using
the three independent pressures system we used for the ﬁbers presented here. In this way we could control the opening and closing
of the interstices. Another challenge, is to improve the regularity of
the hole shape, this will be done by a better control on the tube
drawing and by drastic diameter selection of the resulting
capillaries.
5. Conclusion
We have designed the ﬁrst hollow core photonic crystal ﬁber
made of chalcogenide TAS glass to guide light in its core at
9.3 lm. We have optimized both the cladding structure and the
core size to lower the losses. The computed overall losses of the
optimized HC PCF, including the 1.5 dB/m bulk TAS glass ones,
are around 1 dB/m at 9.3 lm for six rings of hole inclusions and
only slightly above 0.6 dB/m at the same wavelength for seven
rings of holes. The two ﬁrst hollow core ﬁbers in chalcogenide glass
with a 2D photonic crystal cladding, potentially guiding light at
9.3 lm have also been realized. Indeed we fabricated two ﬁbers
with a sufﬁcient number of rings for overall losses to be less than
material ones i.e. six rings and with a regular geometry. The next
challenge is to reach the predicted geometrical parameters, to allow infrared guiding in air. To reach this objective we plan to improve our process to avoid airtightness anomalies and to
decrease the core’s walls thickness. Indeed, the realization of chalcogenide photonic bandgap ﬁber represents a technological
challenge.
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